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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

25X1

A. The railrczd from Mutankiang, the location of the headquarters of the
Japanese Trird Army, to Toney, which is approximately 15 miles southeast
of Suifenho :
five years.

Suilentic and Manchoull were the two points thet iled in

ans-3lberian Railroad. Suifenho had very large railmad yards
and freight ¢ . In 1 these
huge yards hi.? ‘een dismantied, and they were in need of considerable
repair before they could be placed in operation again. By March 1646
the railroed installations were back in operation. The Soviets vere
then transterr’ M's from the assembly area at Mutankiang across the |
border from Sui: ~gh: and were making con.urcj:inns with the milmmiﬁ 25X1
running to Khabaiovsk without unloading.
the conneecting i4nk of the railroad had been made and that the railroad 25X
installations were back in operation.

In 1941 the Japanese Army used gsoldiers and laborers to construct a 25X1
railyoad from Mutankiang north to border towns ok the Amur River. This
was to be the main commmnication line to troops along the border in
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. 2 25X1
' The railroad $rom Vladivostok to Khabarovek was single track. There were :
spots of double track where trains could pass and double tracks.a few .
mliles each eide of the main cities. There were: ) | s1dings at each
of the amm. Mha »wodleaod hmdden nd Puh.b Y 25x1
River was single track.( ‘ §
In addition to the bridge, 25X1°
Cross tlver. 1In the winter the
N ice was thick enough so that ties could be laid for trains to cross. At
Koazsomolek there were Perries large enough to carry trains and there was 25X1
no bridge 1n sight of Xomsowolsk. Tnere may have been & bridge across
the river below Komsomlak‘
25X1
3
After 1947, new Sgviet . rails wer 25X1
~ Ige -abutments 0ad.been »uilt in 1935 and 1gsﬁmﬁ
dates stamped on them while working on the Bajkal-Amur-Megistral Railroad. 25X1
kL 2:25%1
. T 25X1
The bridges were constructed of concrete bases with steal g'ird.é.zjs and 25X1
beams apd a wood flooring. .At i Ak ateel was used, but latar 4t
was ‘Soviet-prqd.ueejd steel, vhic came frém Komsomolsak.
o Woodan constructed bridges on the new lines; however, at Eoimo 5 25X1
vater and :utueling .sidi,nés.gr.’e of wooden trestle. I thia avea the
railroad had to pull wp'a me fum grade ‘thiough the mounteins. At Gorin ,
where the grade was steeper, there wue some’ long sidings also made of
wooden.,trgst_les. The lumher used in this construction came from tae )
\ ' ‘ 25%1
S — 25X1
Winter was, of course, very severd on the rails and when the temperatures
dropped extremely low, the ralls ¥ould sometimes snap.’
. orewa@med-th’qae) rails many times, and during t ve Tails
were ng inspected.contisually. When the temperatures dropped beloy
minus~50" the prisomers were not forced.to work. This occurred 10 or
12 days out of each year. During the first winter [I945-1946] there
was a two-we:k period when there were no trains into Dohf. This was
because the construction program was in its lnfancy and decausé of heavy
snows. Interruptions occurred very often this winter because of heavy
snows, lov temperatures, and a lack of road equipment. Later snow equip-
ment replaced hand labor, which elimipated serious delays.
25X11
25X1

Trains intc Komsomplsk ran almost continuously; that i1s, every short
vhile a train arrived or left. North of Komsomolsk to Hormoli and
vicinity there were five or six traius per day. After 1948, there was
one passenger train a day in each direction during both the swumer and
winter. There were five.or gix freight trains dsily in each direction
during the summer. and about half this nusher during the win*er. Bsyond
Hormoli, there was one freight train a day after 1948, and three
passenger trains pef-week. Near the construction points there were
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’ ballest trains running every hour or so. The passenger trains were
- : pulled by one locomotive.  Because of sieep grades through the Hormoli -
and Gorin ereas, freight trains usually had two locomotives, one pulling
and one pushing. The average number of freight cars per train wes 20 to
30. The cars were generally two-sxle; however, most cdal cars and all i
flat ca¥s were four-axle. j 25%1

At the epproathes to lamiger cities , elaborate eleetric semaphores were
used as signals. Beyond Komsomolsk hand-flag signsls were used. After
1947, 1ight ‘8ignals werd installed at Der.? and Hormoli. In late 1949
there were some light signals installed north of Dohf and Hormoli.

8 25X1

the freight yarde at Buifenho /I94L/ the yards had been dis-
mantled, but Jepanese Pi's were being tramsporisd straight thxough these
yards by March 1946, Because labor was so plentiful, the tramsloading
of freight wes done by hand’ and was always done immediately in order not
to tie up any cars, which were badly needed. Freight trains were never
left standing over night, but would be unloaded no matter what time of
the day or night they arrived. Transloading of trains was unnecessary
after March 1946 because many of the railroads in Manchurie were ‘the same
gage as .the ¥y Dbt '

25X1

) 25X1
There wus alweys a shortage of railroed cars. called at any hour
of the rizht or day to unlomd supplies or equipment, in order to free the {
cara fc:r osnother assignment. The prisoners were told that there must be
ne dolay as the trains were negded o continue the hauling of supplies
and -equipment, and ‘that the quicker a train was released for another
mission the quicker it wouil be possible to bring the US aggressors to
their kna-s  Passenger trains hever stopped lung at- any point, eniy long
enough :0 vnload and load passergers. The passenger trains were alwsys
extremei,' :rowded, and Soviet citizens would sometimes weit for a week'
for a sea. cn a train leaving in either direction from Xomsomolsk. Very
seldom wou'd a car be seen standing idle on a siding, and it would be
2 idle for e spscific reason. .

- end -
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